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The Original Intent of the Second Amendment 

Outrageous!  That’s what I thought when I heard about the shooting in Tucson, Arizona, when Jared Lee Loughner, armed with a semi-automatic pistol, shot Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, killing 6 and wounding 13 people.  Among those killed was Christina Green only nine-years-old.
  After this horrific incident, we wondered if this could have been prevented.  ABC news questioned, “Should gun control laws be tightened?”
  The Second Amendment was swept into the spotlight as debaters questioned it’s original intent.  Does the Second Amendment guarantee the right for unrestrictive ownership of guns, or is this right only for government agents such as the military or police?

The Second Amendment states, “A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”  This amendment was written in 1791, shortly after the American Colonies fought for freedom against Britain’s tyrannical rule.  This war was fought initially with guns that the colonists kept and owned themselves.
  The Constitution was afterwards created to ensure that the liberties of America would be kept forever.  The preamble note of the Constitution reads, “We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity . . .”  By adding the Second Amendment, the Founding Fathers placed the nation’s liberties in the hands of the people.  Richard Henry Lee, signer of the Declaration of Independence, opinioned “Whereas, to preserve liberty, it is essential that the whole body of the people always possess arms.”

Our Founding Fathers understood the progression of government towards tyranny.  This is why they insisted that the populace be armed.  We see their wisdom time and time again.  In 1929, the Soviet Union murdered 20 million dissidents after establishing gun control.  In 1911, 1.5 million Armenians were killed when Turkey established gun control.  When Uganda established gun control in 1970, 300,000 Christians were exterminated.  Gun control was the cause for 56 million deaths in the 20th century.
  Are these facts enough?  Thomas Jefferson understood the blessing of gun rights when he stated, “No free man shall ever be debarred the use of arms.  The strongest reason for the people to retain the right to keep and bear arms is, as a last resort, to protect themselves against tyranny in government.”

Uninformed people think that the “well regulated militia” represents a group of citizens who have been trained by the government to protect the nation.  Thus, the average citizen no longer has the need for guns.
  Wrong!  The Founding Fathers viewed the militia as the people themselves.  Tench Coxe, American politician for the Continental Congress, quoted, “Who are the militia?  Are they not ourselves?  Congress shall have no power to disarm the militia.  Their swords, and every other terrible implement of the soldier, are the birth-right of an American . . . The unlimited power of the sword is not in the hands of either the federal or state governments, but where I trust in God it will ever remain, in the hands of the people.”

It is now clear that the original intent of the Second Amendment was to guarantee unrestricted ownership of guns for all American citizens.  Gun rights are necessary for the common defense.  Look at the incident in Florida, when 25-year-old beauty queen Meghan Brown was able to defend herself and her property by shooting the invader with her pink .38-caliber handgun.
  If the government was to take arms away from the population, law-abiding citizens would be at the mercy of criminals.  Also this would tempt the government to strip us of our remaining liberties.   As for me, I long for a refreshing of the original intent of the Second Amendment throughout our land, so that America may always be the land of the free. 

� By Rachel Ross Hartman.  “Giffords shooing kills six, injures 14” Jan 9, 2011 / March1, 2011


� HYPERLINK http://digg.com/news/world_news/giffords_shooting_kills_six_injures_14_the_ticket ��http://digg.com/news/world_news/giffords_shooting_kills_six_injures_14_the_ticket� 





� ‘World News’ Wants to Hear From You, ABC News.  Arizona shooting of Gabrielle Giffords:  Should Gun Control Laws Be Tightened?” Jan. 10, 2011 / March 1, 2011


� HYPERLINK http://abcnews.go.com/WN/arizona-shooting-gabrielle-giffords-gun-control-laws-tightened/story?id=12580247 ��http://abcnews.go.com/WN/arizona-shooting-gabrielle-giffords-gun-control-laws-tightened/story?id=12580247� 





� “NHCCS Constitutional Quiz; Quiz Answers.”  Found on March 2, 2011


� HYPERLINK http://www.nhccs.org/quiz.htm ��http://www.nhccs.org/quiz.htm� 





� By Eric S. Raymond.  “Quotes on Firearms Rights” Found on March 3, 2011


� HYPERLINK http://www.catb.org/~esr/guns/quotes.html ��http://www.catb.org/~esr/guns/quotes.html� 





� By Alan L. Lund.  “Gun Control really does work!”  Found on March 10, 2011


� HYPERLINK http://www.kc3.com/editorial/gun_control_works.htm ��http://www.kc3.com/editorial/gun_control_works.htm� 





� Fight the Bias.com “Arms Quotes.” Found on April 1, 2011


� HYPERLINK http://www.fightthebias.com/Quotes/arms_quotes.htm ��http://www.fightthebias.com/Quotes/arms_quotes.htm�





� GunCite.  “The Meaning of the Words of the Second Amendment”  May 6, 2011 / March 10, 2011


� HYPERLINK http://www.guncite.com/gc2ndmea.html ��http://www.guncite.com/gc2ndmea.html�





� By Jon Roland of the Constitution Society.  “Militia”  Dec. 28, 2010 / March 13, 2011


� HYPERLINK http://www.constitution.org/mil/cs_milit.htm ��http://www.constitution.org/mil/cs_milit.htm�





� By Cristina Corbin; FoxNews.com “Armed Beauty Queen Fatally Shoots Intruder in Florida Home Invasion”  March 22, 2011 / March 31, 2011


� HYPERLINK http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/03/22/armed-beauty-queen-fatally-shoots-intruder-florida-home-invasion/ ��http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/03/22/armed-beauty-queen-fatally-shoots-intruder-florida-home-invasion/�








Biographical Sketch


Cherilyn Rainer is a fourteen-year-old sophomore who lives in Taylors, South Carolina.  She has been home schooled through CLASS since kindergarten and is very please with their wonderful and balanced program.





Cherilyn’s hobbies include kayaking, reading novels, drawing, watercolor painting, and singing.  Gardening is one of her favorite hobbies, especially during springtime.  She also enjoys drama and will be participating in a drama camp this summer.





Cherilyn is a Christian and strives to show God’s love to others.  Her life verse is 1 John 5:14, “And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us.”





